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1
INSULATION CONFIGURATION FOR
THERMAL APPLIANCES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional application of U.S. Ser. No.
11/784,628, filed Apr. 9, 2007, titled “Insulation Configura-
tion for Thermal Appliances”, the entire disclosure of which
is incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates generally to insulation for control-
ling the temperature of a heating appliance, such as a thermal
oven or a thermal hot water heater, and more specifically
relates to controlling the temperature of localized “hot spots”
within the heating appliance.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Thermal appliances, such as for example ovens and hot
water heaters use high heat levels for various purposes,
including food preparation, self-cleaning, and heating of
water. The high heat levels are produced within a heating
compartment or a heating tank, which is also the location of
the food being prepared, or the interior surfaces being self-
cleaned, or the water being heated. Various energy sources,
including natural gas, electricity, and oil can be used to pro-
duce the high heatlevels. The heating compartment or heating
tank is typically positioned within a cabinet or a cylindrical
enclosure. The cabinet or cylindrical enclosure typically
includes side panels, a back panel, a top panel and a bottom
panel. High temperature insulation can be positioned adja-
cent to the sides, top, back, and bottom of the heating com-
partment or heating tank. The high temperature insulation is
used to control the flow of heat from the sides, top, and bottom
of the heating compartment or heating tank to the outside of
the enclosure or cabinet. The temperature within the heating
compartment or heating tank during normal operation can
reach up to 1600° F. (871° C.).

Numerous consumer safety codes have been enacted
which relate to the maximum allowable external temperature
of the enclosure or cabinet. Since some thermal appliances,
such as thermal ovens, are typically positioned adjacent other
fixtures, such as for example other appliances, or are built-in
next to wood-based cabinets, the enclosure or cabinet can be
in direct contact with these other fixtures.

It would be advantageous if the thermal appliances could
include insulation configured to better control the flow of heat
from heating compartment or heating tank to the outside of
the enclosure or cabinet.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above objects as well as other objects not specifically
enumerated are achieved by an insulation system for a ther-
mal oven. The insulation system comprises a cabinet and a
liner positioned within the cabinet. The liner defines an oven
cavity. The liner includes opposing sides, a top, a bottom, a
front and a back. A layer of insulation is positioned between
the cabinet and the outside of the opposing sides, top, bottom
and back of the liner. The layer of insulation is positioned to
create an air gap between the insulation and the opposing
sides, top, bottom and back of the liner. The insulation has a
thermal energy reflective facing attached to an interior surface
facing the liner.
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According to this invention there is also provided a method
of'insulating a thermal oven. The method comprises the steps
of'providing a cabinet, a liner is positioned within the cabinet,
the liner defining an oven cavity, the liner including opposing
sides, a top, a bottom, a front and a back, and positioning a
layer of insulation between the cabinet and the outside of the
opposing sides, top, bottom, front and back of the liner. The
layer of insulation is positioned to create an air gap between
the insulation and the opposing sides, top, bottom and back of
the liner. The insulation has a thermal energy reflective facing
attached to an interior surface facing the liner.

According to this invention there is also provided an insu-
lation system for a thermal oven. The insulation system com-
prises a cabinet and a liner positioned within the cabinet. The
liner defines an oven cavity. The liner includes opposing
sides, a top, a bottom, a front and a back. An inner layer of
insulation is positioned outside the sides, top, bottom and
back of the liner. The inner layer of insulation is in contact
with the liner. An outer layer of insulation is positioned out-
side the inner layer of insulation. The outer layer of insulation
has a thermal energy reflective facing. The facing of the outer
layer of insulation is in contact with the inner layer of insu-
lation.

According to this invention there is also provided an insu-
lation system for a thermal hot water heater. The insulation
system comprising an outer case and a tank positioned within
the outer case. The tank defines a heating cavity. The tank
includes a top, a bottom, and a continuous wall. A layer of
insulation is positioned between the outer case and the out-
side of the top, bottom and continuous wall of the tank. The
layer of insulation is positioned to create an air gap between
the insulation and the top, bottom and continuous wall of the
tank. The insulation has a thermal energy reflective facing
attached to the interior surface facing the liner.

According to this invention there is also provided an insu-
lation system for a thermal hot water heater. The insulation
system comprises an outer case and a tank positioned within
the outer case. The tank defines a heating cavity. The tank
includes a top, a bottom, and a continuous wall. An inner layer
of insulation is positioned outside the top, bottom and con-
tinuous wall of the tank. The inner layer of insulation is in
contact with the tank. An outer layer of insulation is posi-
tioned outside the inner layer of insulation. The outer layer of
insulation has a thermal energy reflective facing. The facing
of the outer layer of insulation is in contact with the inner
layer of insulation.

Various objects and advantages of this invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
detailed description of the invention, when read in light of the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a thermal oven.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional front view in elevation of an
oven cavity of a known cooking appliance.

FIG. 3 is across-sectional side view in elevation ofthe oven
cavity of the known cooking appliance of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional front view in elevation of an
improved thermal oven of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional side view in elevation of the
improved thermal oven of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a cross-section front view in elevation of a second
embodiment of the improved thermal oven.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional side view in elevation of a
second embodiment of the improved thermal oven of FIG. 6.
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FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional front view in elevation of an
improved thermal hot water heater.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional side view in elevation of the
improved thermal hot water heater of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The description and drawings disclose an insulation sys-
tem for thermal appliances. A thermal appliance is defined as
an apparatus or structure for heating an object positioned
within the oven. Various examples of thermal appliances
include traditional residential ovens, commercial ovens, con-
vection ovens, microwave ovens, hot water heaters or any
other apparatus or structure sufficient to heat an object posi-
tioned within the oven.

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown in FIG. 1 one
example of a thermal appliance, namely a thermal oven 10.
The thermal oven 10 includes a substantially flat, top cooking
surface 12. A plurality of heating elements or burners 14 are
typically positioned on the top cooking surface 12, although
the heating elements or burners 14 are optional. The thermal
oven 10 includes a plurality of controls 26 for the burners 14
on the cooking surface as well as a control panel 28 for
controlling the temperature within an oven cavity 16. Typi-
cally, the controls 26 and control panel 28 are mounted on a
backsplash 30. The backsplash 30 is located on a back edge of
the cooking surface 12. The backsplash 30 typically extends
away from, and substantially perpendicular to, the cooking
surface 12.

As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the thermal oven 10 includes a pair
of opposed side panels 52 and 54, a back panel 24, a bottom
panel 25, and a front panel 32. The opposed side panels 52 and
54, back panel 24, bottom panel 25, front panel 32 and cook-
ing surface 12 are configured to form an outer oven cabinet
33. The outer oven cabinet 33 is typically finished with an
aesthetically pleasing finish, such as for example a painted
finish, a porcelain enamel finish or a brushed stainless steel
finish, particularly for those panels that are exposed to view
by consumers.

The front panel 32 includes an insulated oven door 18
pivotally connected to the front panel 32. The oven door 18 is
hinged at a lower end to the front panel 32 such that the oven
door can be pivoted away from the front panel 32 and the oven
cavity 16. Optionally, the oven door 18 can include a window
19. The window 19 is typically made of glass, in order that the
user can view the contents of the oven cavity 16 during its use.
Also, the oven door 18 can include a handle 21 configured to
facilitate moving the oven door 18 from an open positionto a
closed position and visa versa.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the outer oven cabinet 33
supports an inner oven liner 15. The inner oven liner 15
includes opposing liner sides 15a and 155, a liner top 15¢, a
liner bottom 15d and a liner back 15¢. The opposing liner
sides 15a and 155, liner top 15¢, liner bottom 154, liner back
15¢ and oven door 18 are configured to define the oven cavity
16.

As further shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the exterior of the oven
liner 15 is covered by insulation material 38. A typical insu-
lation material 38 is fiberglass insulation, although other insu-
lation material 38 can be used. The insulation material 38
typically has a density within the range from about 0.5 Ibs/{t>
(8 kg/m®) to about 10.0 Ibs/ft® (160 kg/m?), and a thickness
within the range from about 1.0 inches (2.54 cm) to about 3
inches (7.62 cm). The insulation material 38 is placed in
contact with an outside surface of the oven liner 15. The
insulation material 38 is used for many purposes, including
retaining heat within the oven cavity 16 and limiting the
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amount of heat that is transferred by conduction, convection
and radiation to the outer oven cabinet 33.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, an air gap 36 is formed between
the insulation material 38 and the outer oven cabinet 33. The
air gap 36 is used as a further insulator to limit the conductive
heat transfer between oven liner 15 and the outer oven cabinet
33. The use of the air gap 36 supplements the insulation
material 38 to minimize the surface temperatures on the outer
surfaces of the outer oven cabinet 33.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, there is illustrated an
improved thermal oven, indicated generally at 160. As will be
explained in detail below, the thermal oven 160 includes an
insulation material having a thermal energy reflective facing,
wherein the positioning of the insulation material forms an air
gap between the oven liner 115 and the facing of the insula-
tion material.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the thermal oven 60 includes an
oven liner 115. The inner oven liner 115 includes opposing
liner sides 1154 and 1155, a liner top 115¢, a liner bottom
1154 and aliner back 115e. The opposing liner sides 115a and
11554, liner top 115¢, liner bottom 1154, liner back 115¢ and
oven door 118 are configured to define the oven cavity 116.
The opposing liner sides 1154 and 1155 have outer surfaces
116a and 1164 respectfully. In a similar manner, the liner top
115c¢, the liner bottom 1154, and the liner back 115¢ have
outer surfaces 116¢, 1164, and 116e respectfully.

The oven liner 115 is supported by the outer oven cabinet
133. The outer oven cabinet 133 is formed from a pair of
opposed side panels 152 and 154, a back panel 124, a bottom
panel 125, a cooking surface 112 and a front panel 132. The
opposed side panels 152 and 154 have interior surfaces 1524
and 154a respectfully. In a similar manner, the bottom panel
125, the back panel 124, the cooking surface 112 have interior
surfaces 125a, 124a and 1124 respectfully.

As further shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the thermal oven 160
includes a layer of fibrous insulation material 138. The
fibrous insulation material 138 is positioned between the
outer surfaces 116a, 1165, 116¢, 1164 and 116¢ of the oppos-
ing liner sides, liner top, liner bottom, and liner back, 115a,
1155, 115¢, 1154 and 115 and the interior surfaces 152a,
154a, 1254, 124a and 112a of the opposed side panels, back
panel, bottom pane and cooking surface 152, 154, 125, 124
and 112 respectfully. In one embodiment, the fibrous insula-
tion material 138 is made of glass fibers. Alternatively, the
fibrous insulation material 138 can be another insulation
material, such as for example mineral wool, rock wool, poly-
mer fibers, sufficient to insulate the oven cavity 116. In one
embodiment, the fibrous insulation material 138 is held in
place by mechanical clips (not shown). In another embodi-
ment, the fibrous insulation material 138 is held in place by
brackets or any other mechanical fastener. In one embodi-
ment, the fibrous insulation material 138 includes at least one
layer of fibrous insulation such as glass fibers, mineral wool,
rock wool, or polymer fibers. Alternatively, the fibrous insu-
lation material 138 could include more than one layer of
fibrous insulation. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 4 and 5,
the fibrous insulation material 138 has a thickness t1. The
thickness t1 is in a range from about 0.50 inches (1.27 cm) to
about 1.5 inches (3.81 cm). In another embodiment, the thick-
ness t1 can be less than 0.50 inches (1.27 cm) or more than 1.5
inches (3.81 cm). In one embodiment, the fibrous insulation
material 138 has a density in a range from about 1.0 Ib/ft> to
about 15.0 1b/ft>. In another embodiment, the fibrous insula-
tion material 138 can have a density less than 1.0 1b/ft> or
more than 15.0 Ib/ft’.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the fibrous insulation material
138 includes a thermal energy reflective facing 162. In this
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embodiment, the facing 162 is a metallic foil. The metallic
foil of the facing 162 is configured to reflect thermal energy.
In one embodiment, the metallic foil of the facing 162 can be
made of aluminum. In another embodiment, the metallic foil
of'the facing 162 can be made of another material, such as for
example a metalized film, sufficient to reflect thermal energy.
The metallic foil has a thickness in a range from about 0.008
inches (0.02 cm) to about 0.10 inches (0.254 cm). Alterna-
tively, the metallic foil can have a thickness less than 0.008
inches (0.02 cm) or more than 0.10 inches (0.254 cm). In the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the facing 162 has an
interior surface 164 and an outer surface 166. The interior
surface 164 of the facing 162 has an emissivity rating below
about 0.15. In another embodiment the interior surface of the
facing 162 has an emissivity above or below 0.15. The outer
surface 166 of the facing 162 can have any rating of emissiv-
ity.

As further shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, an air gap 136 is formed
between the interior surface 164 of the facing 162 of the
insulation material 138 and the oven liner 115. The air gap
136 is used as a further insulator to limit the conductive heat
transfer between oven liner 115 and the outer oven cabinet
133. The use of the air gap 136 supplements the insulation
material 138 to minimize the surface temperatures on the
outer surfaces of the outer oven cabinet 133. As shown in
FIGS. 4 and 5, the air gap 136 has a thickness t2. In this
embodiment, the thickness t2 is in a range from about 0.50
inches (1.27 cm) to about 1.5 inches (3.81 cm). In another
embodiment, the thickness t2 can be less than 0.50 inches
(1.27 cm) or more than 1.5 inches (3.81 cm).

During normal cooking operation, the improved thermal
oven 160 will heat the oven cavity 116 to a cooking tempera-
ture range from about 250° F. (121° C.) to about 500° F. (260°
C.). When operating in a self-cleaning mode, the thermal
oven 160 heats the oven cavity 116 to a temperature in a range
from about 750° F. (398° C.) to about 900° F. (482° C.). For
commercial or industrial thermal ovens, the temperature
within the oven cavity 116 can reach as high as 1600° F. (871°
C.). The heat from within the oven cavity 116 radiates from
the oven cavity 116, through the air gap 136, and reflects
against the thermal energy reflective facing 162 of the insu-
lation material 138. In this manner, the air gap 136, the insu-
lation material 138 and the facing 162 cooperate to limit the
amount of heat that is transferred to the outer oven cabinet
133. Heat exposure tests, such as the UL858 Standard for
Household Electric Ranges and ANSI Z21.1 Standard for
Household Cooking Gas Appliances, require that the maxi-
mum allowable surface temperature be 152° F. for a painted
metal surface, 160° F. for a porcelain enamel surface, or 172°
F. for a glass surface. In addition to meeting the maximum
requirements surface temperatures for heat exposure tests, the
improved configuration of the air gap 136, the insulation
material 138 and the facing 162 also provide for reduced
power necessary for cooking and self-cleaning modes of
operation, and protection of sensitive electronic controls from
excessive exposure to high heat.

In another embodiment of the improved thermal oven 260,
as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the air gap is eliminated and an
inner insulation material 238« is positioned in contact with
the outside surfaces 216a, 2165, 216¢, 216d and 216e of the
liner 215. In one embodiment, the inner insulation material
238a is low density insulation and is configured to replace the
air gap with a semi-transparent thermal insulation. Alterna-
tively, the inner insulation material 238« can be any insulation
sufficient to provide thermal insulation. The inner insulation
material 238a has a thickness t3. In one embodiment, the
thickness t3 is in a range from about 0.50 inches (1.27 cm) to
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about 1.5 inches (3.81 cm). In another embodiment, the thick-
ness t3 can be less than 0.50 inches (1.27 cm) or more than 1.5
inches (3.81 cm). An outer insulation material 2385 is posi-
tioned adjacent to the inner insulation material 238a. In one
embodiment, the outer insulation material 23856 is a high
density insulation and is configured to provide a predeter-
mined level of thermal insulation. Alternatively, the outer
insulation material 2385 can be any insulation sufficient to
provide a predetermined level of thermal insulation. The
outer insulation material 2385 has a thickness t4. In one
embodiment, the thickness t4 is in a range from about 0.50
inches (1.27 cm) to about 1.5 inches (3.81 cm). In another
embodiment, the thickness t3 can be less than 0.50 inches
(1.27 cm) or more than 1.5 inches (3.81 cm).

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the inner
insulation material 238a reduces convective heat transfer
while having little of no effect on radiative heat transfer. The
inner insulation material 238aq is therefore typically a lower
density than the outer insulation material 2385. The inner
insulation material 238a is also typically more transparent to
thermal radiation (in a range from about 0.1 micron to about
100 micron wavelength) than the outer insulation material
238b.

As further shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the outer insulation
238b has a thermal energy reflective facing 262. The facing
262 is positioned between the inner insulation material 238a
and the outer insulation material 2385. In this embodiment,
the facing 262 is the same as the facing 62 described above.

During normal cooking operation, the improved thermal
oven 260 will heat the oven cavity 216. The heat from within
the oven cavity 216 radiates from the oven cavity 216,
through the inner insulation material 238a, and reflects
against the thermal energy reflective facing 262 of the outer
insulation material 2385. In this manner, the inner insulation
material 238a, the outer insulation material 2385 and the
facing 262 cooperate to limit the amount of heat that is trans-
ferred to the outer oven cabinet 233.

In another embodiment, the insulation system can be
applied to a different thermal appliance, such as for example
ahot water heater. Referring now to FIG. 8, there is illustrated
an improved thermal hot water heater, indicated generally at
360. As will be explained in detail below, the hot water heater
360 includes an insulation material having a thermal energy
reflective facing, wherein the positioning of the insulation
material forms an air gap between the hot water tank 315 and
the facing of the insulation material.

As shown in FIG. 8, the hot water heater 360 includes a top
312, a bottom 325 and a continuous outer wall 354. The top
312, bottom 325 and continuous outer wall 354 are config-
ured to form an outer case 333.

The hot water heater 360 includes a cold water inlet pipe
370 and a hot water exit pipe 372. The hot water heater 360
further includes a plurality of heat sources 314 configured to
heat water contained within a water tank 315. The hot water
tank 315 includes a continuous wall 3154, a tank top 3155,
and a tank bottom 315¢. The continuous wall 3154, tank top
3155, and tank bottom 315c¢ are configured to define the tank
cavity 316. The continuous tank wall 315« has an outer sur-
face 316a. In a similar manner, the tank top 3155 and the tank
bottom 315¢ have outer surfaces 3165 and 316¢, respectfully.

The tank 315 is supported by the outer case 333. The
continuous outer wall 354 has an interior surface 3544. Simi-
larly, the tank bottom 325 and the tank top 312 have interior
surfaces 325a and 3124, respectfully.

As further shown in FIG. 8, the thermal hot water heater
360 includes a layer of fibrous insulation material 338. The
fibrous insulation material 338 is the same as the fibrous
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insulation material 38 as described previously. The fibrous
insulation material 338 is positioned between the outer sur-
faces 316a, 31654, and 316¢ of the continuous tank wall 3154,
tank top 3155 and tank bottom 315¢ and the interior surfaces
312a, 354a, and 325a of the tank top 312, tank continuous
outer wall 354 and tank bottom 325 respectfully. The fibrous
insulation material 338 is held in place by the same methods
as previously discussed. As shown in FIG. 8, the fibrous
insulation material 338 is a single layer. Alternatively, the
fibrous insulation material 338 could include more than one
layer of fibrous insulation.

As shown in FIG. 8, the fibrous insulation material 338
includes a thermal energy reflective facing 362. The thermal
energy reflective facing 362 is the same as the thermal energy
reflective facing 62 as previously described. The facing 362
has an interior surface 364.

As further shown in FIG. 8, an air gap 336 is formed
between the interior surface 364 of the facing 362 of the
insulation material 338 and the tank 315. The air gap 336 is
used as a further insulator to limit the conductive heat transfer
between the tank 315 and the outer case 333. The use of the air
gap 336 supplements the insulation material 338 to minimize
the surface temperatures on the outer surfaces of the outer
case 333. As shown in FIG. 8, the air gap 336 has a thickness
t5. In this embodiment, the thickness t5 is in a range from
about 0.50 inches (1.27 cm) to about 1.5 inches (3.81 cm). In
another embodiment, the thickness t5 can be less than 0.50
inches (1.27 cm) or more than 1.5 inches (3.81 cm).

During normal heating operation, the hot water heater 360
will heat water within the tank cavity 316 to a temperature
range from about 100° F. (37° C.) to about 180° F. (82° C.).
The heat from within the tank cavity 316 radiates from the
tank cavity 316, through the air gap 336, and reflects against
the thermal energy reflective facing 362 of the insulation
material 338. In this manner, the air gap 336, the insulation
material 338 and the facing 362 cooperate to limit the amount
of heat that is transferred to the outer case 333.

While the hot water heater 360 shown in FIG. 8 is an
electric hot water heater, it is to be understood that the illus-
trated insulation system can be applied to a different type of
hot water heater, such as for example a gas hot water heater.

In another embodiment of the improved hot water heater
460, as shown in FIG. 9, the air gap is eliminated and an inner
insulation material 438a is positioned in contact with outside
surfaces 415a, 415b, and 415¢ of the tank 415. The inner
insulation material 438a is the same insulation as the insula-
tion material 238a previously described. An outer insulation
material 4386 is positioned adjacent to the inner insulation
material 438a. The outer insulation material 4385 is the same
insulation as the insulation material 23856 previously
described.

As further shown in FIG. 9, the outer insulation d38b has a
thermal energy reflective facing 462. The facing 462 is posi-
tioned between the inner insulation material 4384 and the
outer insulation material 4385. In this embodiment, the ther-
mal energy reflective facing 462 is the same as the facing 62
described above.

During normal heating operation, the improved hot water
heater 460 will heat the water within a tank cavity 416. The
heat from within the tank cavity 416 radiates from the tank
cavity 416, through the inner insulation material 438a, and
reflects against the thermal energy reflective facing 462 of the
outer insulation material 4385. In this manner, the inner insu-
lation material 4384, the outer insulation material 4385 and
the facing 462 cooperate to limit the amount of heat that is
transferred to an outer case 433.

20

40

45

8

While the hot water heater 460 shown in FIG. 9 is an
electric hot water heater, it is to be understood that the illus-
trated insulation system can be applied to a different type of
hot water heater, such as for example a gas hot water heater.

The principle and mode of operation of this invention have
been described in its preferred embodiments. However, it
should be noted that this invention may be practiced other-
wise than as specifically illustrated and described without
departing from its scope.

What is claimed is:

1. An oven comprising:

an outer cabinet having interior surfaces;

a liner positioned within the outer cabinet and including an
outside surface to define an oven cavity that is config-
ured to operate at temperatures of at least 500° F.;

an inner layer of fibrous insulation material that engages
the outside surface of the liner, the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material having a first density and configured
to reduce convective heat transfer without having a sub-
stantial effect on radiant heat transfer, wherein the inner
layer is made from glass fibers, mineral wool, or rock
wool;

a thermal energy metallic foil reflective layer that engages
the inner layer of fibrous insulation material, wherein the
thermal energy reflective layer is configured to reflect
radiant heat transfer;

an outer layer of fibrous insulation material disposed
around the thermal energy reflective layer, the outer
layer of fibrous insulation material having a second den-
sity that is greater than the first density of the inner layer
of fibrous insulation material, wherein the outer layer is
made from glass fibers, mineral wool, or rock wool; and

an air gap provided between the outer layer of fibrous
insulation material and the outer cabinet

wherein the inner layer of fibrous insulation material, the
thermal energy metallic foil reflective layer and the outer
layer of fibrous insulation material prevent a tempera-
ture of the outer cabinet from exceeding 172° F.

2. The thermal appliance of claim 1 wherein the inner layer
of fibrous insulation material has a thickness in the range of
from about 0.5 inch to about 1.5 inches.

3. The thermal appliance of claim 2 wherein the outer layer
of fibrous insulation material has a thickness in the range of
from about 0.5 inch to about 1.5 inches.

4. The thermal appliance of claim 1 wherein the inner layer
of fibrous insulation material has a thickness in the range of
from about 0.5 inch to about 1.5 inches, the outer layer of
fibrous insulation material has a thickness in the range of from
about 0.5 inch to about 1.5 inches, and the thermal energy
reflective facing is a metallic foil.

5. The thermal appliance of claim 1 wherein the thermal
appliance is an oven.

6. The thermal appliance of claim 1 wherein the thermal
appliance is a water heater.

7. The thermal appliance of claim 1 wherein said gap is
continuous, such that the outer layer of fibrous insulation
material does not touch the outer cabinet.

8. The thermal appliance of claim 7 wherein a thickness of
said gap is less than a thickness of the insulation.

9. The thermal appliance of claim 7 wherein a thickness of
said gap is less than a thickness of the insulation.

10. The thermal appliance of claim 7 wherein a thickness of
said gap is less than a thickness of the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material.

11. The thermal appliance of claim 7 wherein a thickness of
said gap is less than a thickness of the outer layer of fibrous
insulation material.
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12. The oven of claim 1, wherein the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material, the thermal energy metallic foil reflective
layer and the outer layer of fibrous insulation material prevent
a temperature of the outer cabinet from exceeding 160° F.
13. The oven of claim 1, wherein the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material, the thermal energy metallic foil reflective
layer and the outer layer of fibrous insulation material prevent
a temperature of the outer cabinet from exceeding 152° F.
14. An oven comprising:
an outer cabinet having interior surfaces;
aliner positioned within the outer cabinet and including an
outside surface to define an oven cavity that is config-
ured to operate at temperatures of at least 500° F.;

an inner layer of fibrous insulation material that engages
the outside surface of the liner, the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material having a first density, wherein the
inner layer is made from glass fibers, mineral wool, or
rock wool;

an outer layer of fibrous insulation material disposed

around the inner layer of fibrous insulation material, the
outer layer of fibrous insulation material having a sec-
ond density that is different than the first density of the
inner layer of fibrous insulation material, wherein the
outer layer is made from glass fibers, mineral wool, or
rock wool,

an air gap provided between the outer layer of fibrous

insulation material and the outer cabinet; and
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wherein said gap is continuous, such that the outer layer of
fibrous insulation material does not touch the outer cabi-
net
wherein the inner layer of fibrous insulation material and the
outer layer of fibrous insulation material prevent a tempera-
ture of the outer cabinet from exceeding 172° F.

15. The thermal appliance of claim 14 wherein the first
density is lower than the second density.

16. The thermal appliance of claim 14 wherein the thermal
appliance is an oven.

17. The thermal appliance of claim 14 wherein a thickness
of'said gap is less than a thickness of the insulation.

18. The thermal appliance of claim 14 wherein a thickness
of'said gap is less than a thickness of the insulation.

19. The thermal appliance of claim 14 wherein a thickness
of'said gap is less than a thickness of the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material.

20. The thermal appliance of claim 14 wherein a thickness
of'said gap is less than a thickness of the outer layer of fibrous
insulation material.

21. The oven of claim 14, wherein the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material and the outer layer of fibrous insulation
material prevent a temperature of the outer cabinet from
exceeding 160° F.

22. The oven of claim 14, wherein the inner layer of fibrous
insulation material and the outer layer of fibrous insulation
material prevent a temperature of the outer cabinet from
exceeding 152° F.



